REPORT 


OF  THE 


osfon 


For  the  Year  ending  April  13,  1870. 


BOSTON: 

NATHAN  SAWYER  &  SON,  PRINTERS. 

NO.  JO  STATE  STREET. 

1S7O. 


ITift  Jftcmlnrs 


♦Alger,  Francis 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Andrews,  William  T. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Samuel 
Ayer,  Rev.  Adams 
Baldwin,  A.  C. 

Baldwin,  William  H. 
Barnes,  D.  W. 

Bartol,  Rev.  C.  A.,  D.D. 
Beal,  Henry  R. 

Blake,  George  B. 
Bowditch,  J.  Ingersoll 
Bradlee,  Nathaniel  J. 
♦Bradlee,  Samuel 
Brown,  Francis 
Burrage,  Charles  H. 
Callender,  George 
♦Cary,  Thomas  G. 
♦Chadwick,  Ebenezer 
Claflin,  Henry 
Clapp,  W.  W. 

Coolidge,  Rev.  James  I .  T. 
Coolidge,  Joseph 
Coveil,  Robert  S. 
♦Cumston,  William 
Curtis,  Thomas  B. 

Dale,  Eben 
Dorr,  Jonathan 
Eaton,  William 
♦Eliot,  Samuel  A. 

Ellis,  Jonathan 
Ellis,  Rev.  Rufus 
Emerson,  George  B. 
♦Everett,  Edward 
♦Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Faulkner,  Charles 
Fearing,  Albert 
Fearing,  H.  L.  [D.D. 
♦Frothingham,  Rev.  N.  L., 
♦Fuller,  Rev.  A.  B. 


♦Fuller,  Henry  H. 
Gaffield,  Thomas 
Gannett,  Rev.  E.  S.,  D.D. 
Goddard,  Maurice 
♦Goddard,  Thomas  A. 
♦Grant,  Moses 
Hale,  Rev.  Edward  E. 
♦Hayward,  James 
Higginson,  George 
Holland,  Rev.  F.  W. 
Holman,  Oliver 
Humphrey,  Francis,  Jr. 
Huntington,  Rev.  F.  D., 
Jacques,  Francis  [D.D. 
♦Johnson,  James 
Kendall,  Rufus  W. 
Kidder,  Henry  P. 

King,  D.  Webster 
♦King,  Rev.  T.  S. 
♦Knight,  William  II. 
Kuhn,  George  H. 
♦Lawrence,  Abbott 
♦Lawrence,  Amos 
Lewis,  Joseph 
Lincoln,  Rev.  Calvin 
Lincoln,  Frederic  W.,  Jr. 
♦Lincoln,  W.  S. 

Little,  J.  L. 

Lombard,  Ephraim 
♦Longley,  James 
♦Loring,  Charles  G. 
Lowell,  John  A. 

Lyman,  Arthur  T. 

Lynch,  Charles  S. 
♦Manley,  John  R. 
♦Manning,  Francis  C. 
♦M’Farland,  Rev.  J.  R. 
Merriam,  Arthur  W. 
Merriam,  Charles 
Merriam,  Frank 
Merrill,  Amos  B. 


Moseley,  Rev.  William  O. 
Newman,  Henry 
Parker,  James 
♦Peabody,  Rev.  E.,  D.D. 
Peabody,  F.  H. 

Peabody,  O.  W. 

Peabody,  W.  B.  O. 
♦Phillips,  Jonathan 
Read,  James 
Rice,  Henry  A. 

Richards,  Joel 
Richards,  William  B. 
Robbins,  Rev.  C.,  D.D. 
♦Rogers,  Charles  O. 
Salisbury,  D.  H. 

Sawyer,  Warren 
Sever,  James  W. 

♦Shaw,  G.  Howland 
Spinney,  Samuel  R. 
Stevenson,  Robert  H. 
Stockwell,  Stephen  N. 
Sweetser,  Johii 
Taylor,  W.,  Jr. 

♦Thaxter,  A.  W.,  Jr. 
♦Thayer,  John  Eliot 
♦Thayer,  Joseph  H. 
Thayer,  Nathaniel 
♦Tolman,  James 
Tolman,  James  P. 

Upton,  George  B. 
♦Wales,  Thomas  B. 
Ward,  George  C. 

Warren,  Alfred  B. 
Warren,  Hon.  George  W. 
♦Waterston,  Robert 
Weld,  William  F. 
Weston,  R.  W. 

Wheeler,  A.  S. 

Whitney,  Joseph 
Whiton,  David 


♦  Deceased. 


^HIS  Society  was  organized  Sept.  17,  1851,  and  in- 


corporated  in  1852.  It  continued  in  successful 
operation  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebellion, 
when,  on  account  of  the  engrossing  demands  of  the 
war,  and  the  departure  of  many  of  its  most  active 
members,  its  work  was  suspended.  In  the  Spring  of 
1868,  it  was  reorganized,  under  new  auspices,  and  for 
the  past  two  years  the  work  of  the  Union  has  been 
carried  on  with  constantly  increasing  success.  Twice, 
since  its  reorganization,  it  has  outgrown,  by.  the  in¬ 
crease  of  the  number  of  its  members,  the  limits  pro¬ 
vided  for  its  operations.  Rooms  were  first  opened  at 
No.  12  West  Street,  but  these  proving  inadequate,  the 
second  floor  of  the  building  now  occupied  by  the 
society,  at  No.  300  Washington  Street,  was  leased. 
Since  the  Spring  of  1869  the  entire  building  above  the 
second  story  has  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  the 
society.  The  location  is  as  central  and  convenient  as 
any  in  the  city. 

The  Reception  Room,  on  the  first  flight,  and  in  front, 
is  devoted  to  conversation  and  games,  and  is  supplied 
with  parlor  croquet,  chess,  checkers,  backgammon,  etc., 
which  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  members  during  the 
evening,  and  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons. 
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Connected  with  this  is  the  Library  and  Reading  Room, 
which  is  supplied  with  a  library  of  about  twenty-seven 
hundred  volumes  ;  with  the  leading  newspapers  and 
periodicals  ;  and  with  conveniences  for  correspondence. 
A  peculiar  feature  of  the  Library  is  the  entire  freedom 
and  convenience  with  which  members  can,  at  all  times, 
take  books  from  the  shelves,  and  read  them  in  the 
rooms,  without  resort  to  the  librarian,  thus  making  the 
Library  so  attractive  as  to  induce  many  to  spend  their 
time  in  reading  who  would  not  do  so  unless  the  books 
were  placed,  as  it  were,  in  their  hands.  In  this  way 
it  is  more  used  than  many  Libraries  containing  many 
more,  and  much  more  valuable  books.  Books  are  also 
allowed  to  be  taken  from  the  Rooms  under  proper 
regulations.  Both  these  Rooms  are  opened  every  day, 
including  Sundays,  from  8  a.  m.  to  io  p.  m.  Besides 
the  Curator,  a  Reception  Committee  is  regularly  in 
attendance  in  the  evening,  to  welcome  and  introduce 
strangers,  to  give  information,  and  to  contribute  to  the 
enjoyment  of  those  present. 

On  the  flight  above  is  the  Hall  of  the  Union,  which, 
with  the  gallery,  is  capable  of  holding  nearly  four 
hundred  persons.  It  not  only  has  all  conveniences  for 
lectures,  concerts,  and  other  entertainments,  but  is  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  and  best  arranged  Halls,  for  the 
size,  in  the  city.  On  the  same  floor  is  the  Chapel,  or 
Lecture  Room,  which  will  seat  nearly  two  hundred 
persons. 

The  uppermost  story  is  devoted  to  the  Gymnasium, 
which  has  been  specially  arranged  for  the  purpose, 
and  is  furnished  with  the  necessary  gymnastic  appara¬ 
tus  ;  members  of  the  Union  are  given  the  use  of  this, 
by  the  additional  payment  of  six  dollars  a  year,  or  four 
dollars  for  six  months,  which  is  but  a  small  proportion 
of  the  regular  charge  at  like  gymnasiums. 
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Besides  these,  there  are  spacious  Committee  and 
Class  Rooms,  Bath  Room,  etc. 

The  objects  pf  the  Society  are  in  general :  — 

1.  To  furnish  a  place  of  pleasant  resort  for  the 
young  men  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  where  the  sur¬ 
rounding  influences  will  be  of  a  beneficial  and  elevating 
character. 

2.  To  provide  them  with  opportunities  for  self- 
improvement,  at  little  or  no  expense. 

3.  To  enlist  such  as  are  willing  or  ready  in  active 
benevolent  and  charitable  work. 

In  pursuance  of  these  objects,  public  Religious 
Services  are  held  regularly  on  Sunday  Evenings,  in 
the  Hall ;  also  Devotional  Exercises  from  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes  every  evening  at  nine  and  one-half  o’clock. 

Classes  are  formed  for  the  study  of  the  Bible,  Vocal 
Music,  German,  French,  Mechanical  Drawing,  Book¬ 
keeping,  Shakspeare,  History,  Rhetoric,  etc.,  and  for 
Debate  and  Light  Gymnastics  ;  and  frequent  Lectures, 
Readings,  Musical  and  other  Entertaiments  given. 

Measures  are  taken  to  aid  young  men,  particularly 
those  from  the  country,  in  obtaining  good  boarding 
places  ;  to  assist  them  in  any  practicable  manner  in 
getting  employment ;  to  furnish  seats  in  the  different 
churches  of  all  denominations,  for  such  as  desire  a 
regular  place  of  worship,  free,  or  at  moderate  expense  ; 
to  provide  teachers  for  Mission  and  Sunday  Schools 
that  may  be  in  need  of  them  ;  and  in  other  ways  to 
accomplish  some  practical  good  by  organizing  and 
carrying  on  benevolent  work. 

This  institution,  being  wholly  unsectarian  in 
its  character,  all  persons,  and  particularly  all 
young  men,  are  earnestly  invited  to  co-operate  in  the 
accomplishment  of  its  purposes. 

1* 
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The  fee  for  Annual  Membership  is  one  dollar  ; 
for  Subscription  Membership ,  five  dollars  ;  for 
Life  Membership ,  twenty-five  dollars. 

All  persons  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Society , 
who  are  willing  to  aid  it  by  contributions,  pro¬ 
fessional  services  as  teachers,  or  otherwise , 
will  confer  a  favor  by  proffering  their  assistance  at 
its  rooms ,  or  to  any  of  its  officers.* 


§0arif  of  toentnuttf. 


Wm.  H.  Baldwin,  President .  .  . 

Edwin  L.  Sprague,  Vice-President 
Henry  H.  Sprague,  Secretary  .  . 

Samuel  Wells,  Treasurer  .  .  . 


io  Union  Park  Street. 
.  .  25  Pearl  Street. 

32  Pemberton  Square. 
32  Pemberton  Square. 


George  G.  Crocker  . 
George  N.  Faught  . 
George  Peirce  .  . 

W.  L.  Richardson  . 
George  P.  Bates 
George  A.  Coolidge 


.  .  19  Court  Street. 

.  .  12  West  Street. 

96  Devonshire  Street. 
.  76  Boylston  Street. 

.  .  27  India  Street. 

289  Washington  Street. 


*  The  great  use  which  is  made  of  the  Library,  and  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  the  later  publications  contained  in  it,  make  contributions  of 
readable  and  valuable  books  especially  desirable. 
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Committees  jof  the  goarfo  of  Coimment. 


Samuel  Wells. 


Jfinante. 

W.  H.  Baldwin,  Chairman. 


E.  L.  Sprague. 


G.  G.  Crocker. 


ITetiurts,  Classes  anb  entertainments. 

H.  H.  Sprague,  Chairman.  t 

W.  L.  Richardson. 


fibrarn. 

W.  L.  Richardson,  Chairman. 

Samuel  Wells.  G.  A.  Coolidge. 

Ilooms. 

Samuel  Wells,  Chairman. 

H.  H.  Sprague.  G.  Faught. 

Utrmbers. 

G.  G.  Crocker,  Chairman. 

G.  N.  Faught.  George  Peirce. 

Denrboknt  titan. 

E.  L.  Sprague,  Chairman. 

George  P.  Bates.  '  G.  A.  Coolidge. 

^pnblit  ttStorsbip  anb  Htligicms  §tutm. 

W.  H.  Baldwin,  Chairman. 

E.  L.  Sprague.  George  Peirce. 
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^-(Committees  of  gtembers  of  %  Union. 


TO  ROOM  COMMITTEE. 


©11  lUcrptioiT. 

G.  N.  Faugiit,  Chairman. 


Monday — E.  B.  Keene,  G.  W.  Polley,  C.  F.  Sturtevant. 
Tuesday — R.  S.  Barrows,  S.  B.  Sewall,  H.  H.  Ham. 
Wednesday  —  G.  W.  Brooks,  A.  Eaton. 

Thursday  —  G.  C.  Currie,  L.  C.  Flanagan,  E.  H.  Ellis. 
Friday — F.  K.  Kingman,  N.  G.  Brown. 

Saturday — C.»G.  White,  H.  S.  Fowle,  J.  N.  North. 


TO  COMMITTEE  ON  BENEVOLENT  ACTION. 


©n  ©mplojimcnt. 

George  P.  Bates,  Chairman. 


J.  K.  Hicks,  Cor.  Sec’y. 
C.  G.  Hartshorn. 

R.  F.  Caverly. 


G.  A.  Coolidge,  Rec.  Sec’y. 
W.  H.  Makinson. 

Horace  S.  Fowle. 


©«  $Soarimtg  gnusfs. 

F.  L.  Bancroft,  Chairman. 


Charles  G.  White. 


Horace  S.  Fowle. 


©n  ©{jrmJjja. 

James  P.  Tolman,  Chairman. 


J.  F.  Edmanhs. 


L.  Merrill. 


©n  (Sginnasium. 

W.  B.  Clarke,  Chairman. 


G.  F.  Osborne,  Secretary. 
F.  S.  Clarke. 

E.  Adams. 

George  Hutchinson. 


R.  S.  Barrows. 
H.  W.  Cushing. 
W.  M.  Lindsay. 
R.  F.  Robinson. 
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©n  hospitals. 

D.  G.  Wilkins,  Chairman. 

George  G.  Spear.  F.  S.  Clarke. 

©n  statistics  regarding  Charitable  atxb  other  iBeneholent  ^Institutions. 
G.  A.  Coolidge,  Chairman. 

James  P.  Tolman.  C.  G.  Hartshorn. 


Curator. 

James  K.  Hicks. 


Assistant  Curator. 
S.  W.  Dow. 


trustees  of  permanent  Junh. 


[The  Board  of  Government  have  commenced  the  formation  of  a  Perma¬ 
nent  Fund,  and  in  compliance  with  the  By-Laws  have  appointed  the  following- 
gentlemen  Trustees : — ] 

Rev.  George  Putnam,  D.D.  Hon.  Otis  Norcross. 

Wm.  H.  Baldwin.  Samuel  Wells. 

Edwin  L.  Sprague. 


The  following  extracts,  made  from  the  Reports  of 
the  Committees  of  the  Board  of  Government,  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  April  1 1 , 
1870,  are  given  for  the  purpose  of  showing  more  fully 
the  operations  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year. 
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Finance  Committee. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  we  had  on  hand 


in  cash . $606.38 

During  the  year  we  have  sold  bonds  to  the 

amount  of  $5,500,  and  which  cost  .  $6,077.49 
At  a  profit  of .  405. 63 

Realizing . $6,483.12  6,483.12 

We  have  received  from  — 

Donations . 1,722.35 

Memberships . 1,393.00 

Gymnasium .  272.97 

Coupons .  490.01 

Fines  on  Library  books,  and  sales  of  old  paper,  84.48 

And  rather  than  sell  bonds  at  the  low  rates  of  the 

winter,  we  borrowed . 1,365.00 

$12,417.31 

We  have  expended  for  — 

Rent  and  taxes . $  2,966.84 

Advertising,  stationery,  and  periodicals  .  .  .  837.32 

Lectures,  entertainments,  hire  of  hall,  etc.  .  .  291.62 

Library .  3°i-37 

Rooms,  including  fuel,  gas,  repairs,  salaries, 

and  collecting . 5,896.64 

$  10,293.79 

For  extra  expenses  in  furnishing  rooms  .  .  .  2,074.74 

$12,368.53 

Balance  of  cash,  April  1,  1870 . .  48.78 

$12,4x7.31 

Our  assets  consist  of  $3,000  in  U.  S.  5-20’s,  and  in  a 


mortgage  for  $5,500  on  the  building  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Christian  Unity  Society,  on  which  no  interest  is  paid. 


Lectures,  Classes  and  Entertainments. 

The  classes  in  operation  at  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  meeting  were  continued  until  June  and  July. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  summer  all  were  sus¬ 
pended,  hut  early  in  the  fall  the  most  of  them  were 
resumed.  , 

The  Deliberative  Assembly,  however,  continued  its 
weekly  sessions  during  the  whole  summer,  and  is  in 
successful  operation,  with  a  large  attendance,  and 
with  no  abating  interest. 

A  class  in  Rhetoric  has  been  conducted  a  portion 
of  the  time,  in  connection  with  the  Assembly,  by  Mr. 
Crocker. 

The  class  in  Vocal  Music,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Chas. 
Butler,  as  heretofore,  was  resumed  early  in  the  fall, 
and  with  an  attendance  of  both  ladies  and  gentlemen 
usually  nearly  filling  the  large  hall.  By  the  liberality 
of  Mr.  George  Coolidge,  they  were  supplied  with  the 
jubilee  music,  and  their  services  in  church  music  have 
been  brought  into  requisition  at  the  Sunday-evening 
meetings  of  the  Suffolk  Conference,  at  the  Boston 
Theatre. 

The  class  in  Mechanical  Drawing:  was  again  com- 
menced,  by  Mr.  Albert  J.  Tolman,  but  discontinued 
because  the  city  opened  a  Free  Evening  School  for 
the  purpose  at  the  Warrenton-street  Chapel,  under  the 
same  teacher,  which  made  our  class  unnecessary. 

The  Shakspeare  Class  has  successfully  continued  its 
readings,  under  an  organization  of  the  members  them¬ 
selves. 

A  German  Class  has  been  largely  attended,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Peartree. 

Early  in  the  season,  a  free  course  of  six  lectures 
on  French,  was  given  by  Mons.  Talbot;  and,  at  the 
conclusion,  a  class  was  started  under  his  instruction, 
which  still  continues. 

Recently,  a  class  in  Book-keeping  has  been  com¬ 
menced  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  William  Simms, 
which  has  a  large  attendance,  and  promises  much 
practical  good  to  the  members. 
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As  heretofore,  the  teachers  have  furnished  their 
services  without  charge  to  the  society,  and  they  have 
been  free  to  members  of  the  Union,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  French  class,  in  which  a  slight  tuition  fee 
has  been  received  by  the  teacher. 

The  Committee  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  the 
above  classes  as  generally  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
They  would  have  attempted  to  organize  more,  had 
they  been  assured  that  they  would  have  been  regularly 
attended  by  the  members  ;  but  they  have  felt  that  they 
could  not  consistently  call  upon  excellent  teachers  to 
give  their  time  and  powers,  unless  the  class  was  so 
desired  as  to  ensure  the  interest  and  attendance  of 
pupils.  They  have  found  in  the  past,  that  members 
of  free  classes  have  often  lacked  the  stimulus  to  exer¬ 
tion  which  is  supplied  by  the  knowledge  that  the 
instruction  is  obtained  at  personal  cost  or  sacrifice. 

Prof.  F.  W.  Clarke,  a  member  of  the  Union,  gave 
a  course  of  six  lectures  on  the  Elements  of  Chemistry, 
illustrated  by  experiments,  which  proved  very  interest¬ 
ing  and  instructive  to  large  audiences  ;  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  endeavored,  during  the  present  season,  to 
secure  more  such  courses  on  subjects  of  instruction. 

The  course  of  free  Wednesday-evening  Entertain¬ 
ments  and  Lectures  was  continued,  last  Spring,  until 
nearly  the  middle  of  June,  and,  being  resumed  on  the 
first  of  October,  they  have  been  held  until  the  present 
time.  During  that  period,  eleven  lectures  have  been 
given,  by  Rev.  George  L.  Chaney,  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Brainard,  Mr.  William  R.  Emerson,  Rev.  William  R. 
Alger,  Mr.  Edward  Atkinson,  Rev.  John  Weiss,  Rev- 
W.  H.  Cudworth,  Hon.  George  S.  Hillard,  Hon. 
Josiah  Quincy,  Mr.  E.  P.  Whipple  and  Prof.  Moses 
T.  Brown ;  seven  entertainments  of  readings  have 
been  given,  by  William  Everett,  Esq.,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Lincoln,  Mr.  A.  E.  Sloan,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Adams,  Gen. 
F.  J.  Lippitt,  Mr.  George  M.  Baker  and  Miss  Annie 
H.  Ryder,  which  have  been  interspersed  with  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  furnished  by  members  and 
others,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  among  whom  were 
Miss  Waterman,  Miss  Haynes,  Miss  Lothrop,  Miss 
Leon,  Miss  Stetson,  Mrs.  Henry,  Mrs.  Browne,  Miss 
Howarth,  Miss  Mead  and  Miss  Trow  ;  four  entertain- 
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merits  of  readings,  recitations  and  music  have  been 
given  by  members,  and  six  dramatic  entertainments 
have  been  furnished,  with  the  assistance  of  ladies,  and 
one  concert  was  given  by  the  Harvard  Glee  Club. 
These  have  all  been  free  to  the  public,  and  fully 
attended,  so  that  many  have  often  been  turned  away. 
The  Union  is  greatly  indebted,  not  only  to  those 
named  above,  but  also  to  many  others  besides  its  own 
members,  for  their  willing  and  gratuitous  services  in 
assisting  the  society  to  provide,  at  its  rooms,  attractive 
and  rational  instruction  and  amusements,  free  to  its 
members  and  the  public.  We  are  happy  to  be  able  to 
add,  in  this  connection,  that  all  the  instrumental  music 
at  our  entertainments  has  been  furnished  by  members 
of  the  Union,  chiefly  by  Messrs.  C.  L.  Capen,  F.  H. 
Young,  C.  G.  Hartshorn,  Carl  Schcenhoff  and  G.  E. 
Rogers. 

On  two  occasions,  the  members  of  the  Union  have 
been  invited  to  the  rooms  with  ladies,  to  spend  the 
evening  in  a  social  manner.  These  Sociables  have 
been  very  largely  attended,  and  have  been  made  as 
attractive  as  possible  by  music,  pictures,  photographs, 
games  and  refreshments. 

The  Committee  did  not  deem  it  advisable,  in  view 
of  the  number  of  lecture  courses,  to  attempt  to  assist 
the  treasury  of  the  society  by  entering  into  the  general 
lecture  field.  Two  dramatic  entertainments  have 
however  been  given  with  charge  for  admission,  in  the 
hall  of  the  Union. 

A  mass  meeting  was  held  during  Anniversary 
Week,  in  Music  Hall,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Union, 
to  interest  the  public,  and  particularly  those  brought 
to  the  city  by  the  exercises  of  the  week,  in  the  general 
subject  of  the  formation  of  Christian  Unions. 

The  meeting  held  in  May  last,  to  dedicate  the  new 
hall,  completes  the  record  of  the  doings  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  year  1869-70. 

Library  Committee. 

Quite  a  number  of  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
library,  by  purchase,  during  the  past  year,  and  some 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  periodicals  and  news- 
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papers  taken.  The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the 
library  January  i,  1S70,  as  nearly  as  could  be  esti¬ 
mated,  was  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six.  A 
card  catalogue  was  commenced  in  August  last,  but 
has  not  yet  been  completed.  The  books,  however, 
are  so  classified  upon  the  library  shelves  that  it  is 
believed  that  but  little  practical  difficulty  is  experi¬ 
enced  in  finding  any  particular  volume,  or  in  ascer¬ 
taining  the  resources  of  the  library  in  any  particular 
department.  As  a  means,  however,  of  ascertaining 
the  losses  of  the  library  from  year  to  year,  and  of 
answering  inquiries  concerning  its  condition,  without 
a  resort  in  person  to  the  shelves,  a  catalogue  is  very 
much  needed.  The  card  catalogue  now  in  prepara¬ 
tion  bein£y  once  finished,  it  will  be  a  comparatively 
easy  task  to  prepare  from  it  several  copies  of  a  briefer 
catalogue,  for  the  general  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Union. 

So  many  persons  have  used  the  library  during  the 
past  year,  that  it  was  found  advisable  to  limit  the 
number  of  books  allowed  to  be  taken  out  at  any  one 
time,  to  one  volume  for  each  member.  While  the 
library  continues  as  small  as  it  now  is,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Union  so  numerous,  this  limit  cannot  well 
be  exceeded.  As  there  are  so  many  other  libraries  in 
the  city  to  which  access  can  be  had  gratuitously,  or 
for  a  small  compensation,  completeness  in  any  depart¬ 
ment  can  hardly  be  expected  in  ours,  with  the  limited 
means  at  our  disposal.  A  very  considerable  increase, 
however,  of  works  of  a  general  literary  character,  is 
much  needed.  The  object  of  the  Library  Committee 
has  been  to  procure  the  best  books  that  will  be  read 
by  the  members  of  the  Union,  excluding  everything 
of  an  immoral  or  irreligious  tendency,  but  without 
aiming  to  make  it  a  collection  simply  of  works  of  a 
theological  or  devotional  character.  Standard  books 
of  reference,  biography,  popular  science,  history, 
travels,  essays,  and  the  best  books  of  fiction,  are  more 
read  than  sermons  or  theological  treatises,  and  the 
library  stands  more  in  need  of  works  of  the  former 
character. 

Among  the  principal  donors  to  the  library  the  past 
year,  are  Miss  Wales,  the  American  Unitarian  Asso- 
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ciation,  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  John  T.  Coolidge,  Jr., 
Lee  &  Shepard,  Stephen  Harris,  Miss  Hunt  and  Miss 
Putnam.  The  proprietors  of  the  Living  Age  have 
sent  us  that  publication  gratuitously,  as  also  have  the 
publishers  of  most  of  the  city  newspapers,  and  when 
books  have  been  purchased  of  the  publishers,  very 
liberal  discounts  have  been  made. 


Committee  on  Rooms. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting,  the  rooms  above  the 
second  floor  had  been  leased  for  the  purpose  of  fur¬ 
nishing  a  much-desired  increase  of  accommodation, 
and  the  work  of  altering  and  adapting  the  premises 
for  our  uses  was  progressing,  under  the  direction  of  a 
special  committee. 

This  new  hall  and  rooms  were  publicly  dedicated 
on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  May  12,  1869,  by 
appropriate  services  in  the  large  hall,  and  the  whole 
building  opened  to  the  public. 

Since  that  time,  the  rooms,  except  the  gymnasium, 
which  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Committee  on 
Benevolent  Action,  have  been  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Committee  on  Rooms. 

The  arrangement  made  last  yeSr  with  the  Second 
Church,  by  which  their  Sunday  School  assembles  in 
our  large  hall,  still  continues. 

In  September,  the  chapel  was  let  to  the  Massachu¬ 
setts'  Deaf  and  Dumb  Christian  Union,  for  Sunday 
services  and  occasional  evening  meetings  on  week 
days,  and  in  February  this  society  occupied  both  our 
halls  for  two  days,  for  a  festival. 

On  May  25th,  Mr.  James  N.  North  took  charge  of 
the  rooms  as  Librarian,  with  Mr.  Horace  M.  Leach 
as  Assistant.  In  September,  Mr.  John  Williams  took 
the  place  of  Assistant,  and  on  October  9th,  Mr.  James 
K.  Hicks  became  Curator,  Mr.  North  remaining  in 
the  care  of  the  library.  In  December,  Mr.  S.  W. 
Dow  returned  to  his  former  position  of  Assistant,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Williams,  and  this  month  Mr.  North  has 
resigned  the  position  of  Librarian. 
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A  large  croquet  table,  made  by  Mr.  Hicks,  has 
been  placed  in  the  front  room  during  the  year,  the 
shelving  for  books  has  been  increased,  and  some  new 
chairs  and  tables  added. 

Closets  and  boxes,  with  locks,  for  the  use  of  mem¬ 
bers,  were  placed  in  the  front  room  ;  and,  on  account 
of  the  limited  number,  a  small  charge  was  made  for 
their  use.  Four  of  the  closets,  and  twenty-five  boxes, 
have  been  rented. 

A  bust  of  Rev.  Mr.  Greenwood  has  been  deposited 
in  our  library  by  Rev.  Henry  W.  Foote. 

A  map  of  Palestine  was  presented  by  Mr.  Frank 
Washburn. 

For  the  flowers  in  our  windows  we  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  George  N.  Faught  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Hicks. 

The  Committee  acknowledge  the  continued  obliga¬ 
tion  of  the  Society  to  Mr.  Henry  F.  Miller,  for  the 
loan  of  an  excel' ent  piano. 

We  also  express  our  thanks  to  Messrs.  Mason  & 
Hamlin,  for  the  use  of  a  beautiful  cabinet  organ,  and 
to  B.  F.  Brown  &  Co.,  for  a  constant  supply  of  black¬ 
ing,  for  use  in  the  rooms. 

The  committee  have  taken  great  pains  in  furnish¬ 
ing  the  large  hall,  and  in  preparing  it  for  a  lecture  or 
concert  room,  and  hope  that  the  public  will  soon 
ascertain  its  great  advantages.  It  will  seat  about  four 
hundred,  is  well  lighted,  tastefully  decorated,  accessi¬ 
ble  and  convenient.  It  has  suitable  ante-rooms,  with 
rear  entrance,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  amateur 
theatricals,  readings,  and  chamber  concerts,  for  which 
purposes  it  will  be  let  when  not  in  use  by  the  Union. 


Committee  on  Members. 

During  the  past  year,  eight  persons  have,  by  the 
payment  of  $  25  each,  become  life  members.  The 
total  number  of  life  memberships,  at  the  present  time, 
is  about  one  hundred. 

Six  persons  have,  by  the  payment  of  $5  each,  been 
added  to  the  list  of  subscription  members. 

Eleven  hundred  and  seve?ity-six  persons  have,  by 
the  payment  of  $  1  each,  become  annual  members. 
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Committee  on  Benevolent  Action. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Committee  on  Benevolent 
Action  have  pursued  the  course  adopted  by  them  the 
previous  year,  of  appointing  sub-committees,  consist¬ 
ing,  in  part  or  altogether,  of  members  outside  the 
Board  of  Government,  on  some  branches  of  the  work 
entrusted  to  their  care.  The  Committee  are  members 
ex-officio  of  all  the  sub-committees  thus  appointed ; 
and,  as  provided  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Board,  they 
are  subject,  in  their  action,  to  them. 

A  general  meeting  of  all  the  Committees  is  held 
once  a  week,  at  which  each  sub-committee  reports, 
through  its  Chairman  or  Secretary,  the  work  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  preceding  week,  together  with 
other  matters  of  interest,  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
suggestions  intended  to  promote  work  are  made,  and 
subjects  of  general  interest  discussed. 

The  sub-committees,  at  the  present  time,  are  the 
following  :  — 

On  Employment,  Boarding  Houses,  Churches,  Hos¬ 
pitals,  Clothing,  and  Charitable  and  Benevolent  Insti¬ 
tutions.  '  The  members  of  this  Committee  having 
charge  of  the  Gymnasium,  there  is  also  a  sub-com¬ 
mittee  on  that. 

Within  the  year,  the  Committee  on  Employment 
have  secured  situations  for  fifty  or  more  persons,  and 
have  procured  temporary  employment,  furnished  in¬ 
formation  by  which  applicants  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  situations  elsewhere,  and  otherwise  assisted  as 
many  more.  Cases  of  destitution  which  have  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  society,  have  been  referred 
to  them,  and  where  the  circumstances  have  demanded, 
food,  lodging  and  clothing  have  been  provided,  or  the 
parties  have  been  sent  to  the  proper  places  to  obtain 
them.  The  work  of  the  Committee  is  now  vigorously 
prosecuted,  and  with  greater  success  than  at  any  time 
before. 

Comparatively  few  applications  have  been  made  to 
the  Committee  on  Boarding  Houses,  for  boarding  or 
lodging  places,  but  those  persons  who  have  applied 
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have  generally  had  good  places  provided  for  them. 
This  Committee  has  just  been  reorganized,  a  new 
system  will  be  adopted,  and  greater  attention  paid  to 
this  part  of  the  work  of  the  society. 

Seats  in  churches,  free  of  expense,  have  been  fur¬ 
nished,  as  heretofore,  to  all  members  desiring  them, 
and  considerable  has  been  done,  both  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Churches  and  others  of  the  society,  to 
interest  members  in  the  different  religious  societies, 
and  in  the  Sunday  Schools  connected  with  them. 

The  Committee  on  Hospitals  was  organized  to  do 
work  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  where  a 
large  amount  of  reading  matter  has  been  distributed 
among  the  patients.  The  Committee  have  also  visited 
the  patients  on  Sundays,  for  the  purpose  of  reading 
and  conversing  with  them  and  exhibiting  engravings, 
stereoscopic  views,  etc.  A  few  musical  entertain¬ 
ments  have  been  given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Committee,  which  were  very  fully  attended  and 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  patients. 

The  Committee  on  Charitable  and  Benevolent  Insti¬ 
tutions  was  organized  but  a  few  months  ago.  It  has 
collected  and  classified  a  great  deal  of  valuable  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  various  charitable  and  benevo¬ 
lent  institutions  of  the  city.  This  is  particularly  valu¬ 
able  to  the  Employment  Committee,  who  are,  by  the 
aid  of  it,  enabled  to  send  many  persons  whom  they 
cannot  themselves  assist  where  they  will  most  readily 
obtain  the  help  they  require. 

To  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Benevolent 
Action  has  also  been  entrusted  the  charge  of  the 
Gymnasium.  It  was  thought  best  to  make  it  self- 
supporting,  as  this  could  be  done  and  yet  place  the 
cost  of  membership  at  less  than  one-half  that  of  any 
equally  as  good  Gymnasium,  if  not  of  any  Gymna¬ 
sium  of  the  city,  and  at  but  a  small  fraction  of  that  of 
some,  which,  it  seems  to  the  Committee,  do  not  oiler 
much  greater  advantages.  The  number  of  members 
has  varied  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  ; 
the  receipts  from  membership  have  been,  in  round 
numbers,  $1,0^0;  the  expenditures,  including  a  fair 
allowance  for  rent,  attendance,  etc.,  $  750,,  leaving  a 
balance  of  receipts  over  expenditures  of  $  300.  The 
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Gymnasium  is  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  a 
Committee  of  members,  one  or  more  of  whom  are 
always  in  attendance  during  the  evening,  to  give  in¬ 
struction  and  see  that  the  rules  are  enforced.  It  is 
well  lighted  and  ventilated,  supplied  with  good  appa¬ 
ratus,  is  well  patronized,  and  has  proved  a  successful 
feature  of  the  institution. 


Committee  on  Public  Worship  and  Religious 

Study. 

Public  religious  services  have  been  held  in  the  hall 
of  the  Society,  on  Sunday  evenings,  through  the  year, 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  during  the  winter 
when  services  were  held  in  the  Boston  Theatre  by  the 
Suffolk  Conference.  Usually,  the  service  has  been 
conducted  by  some  clergyman  of  the  city  or  vicinity. 

A  class  for  religious  study  and  discussion  has  been 
carried  on  during  a  portion  of  the  season,  on  Tuesday 
evenings,  under  the  successive  charge  of  some  mem¬ 
ber  or  friend  of  the  Union.  A  Bible  class  has  also 
been  conducted  on  Sunday  mornings,  during  the 
season,  by  A.  S.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  which  has  been 
largely  attended  and  very  interesting  and  instructive. 

For  several  months,  also,  a  simple  religious  service 
has  been  held  every  evening,  in  the  rear  committee 
room,  at  nine  and  one-half  o’clock.  The  exercises 
have  consisted  of  the  reading  of  a  short  selection  from 
the  scriptures,  the  repetition  of  a  prayer  by  all 
present  from  the  service  book,  a  silent  prayer,  and 
the  singing  of  a  hymn  at  the  beginning  and  end,  the 
room  being  supplied  with  a  small  parlor  organ.  The 
service  is  conducted  always  by  some  member  of  the 
Union,  and  it  has  been  attended  with  much  interest 
and  an  encouraging  success. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 


ARTICLE  I. 

Title. 

This  society  shall  be  called  the  “Boston  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Union.” 


ARTICLE  II. 

Eligibility  of  Members. 

All  young  men  of  good  moral  character,  and  claiming  to 
believe  in  the  truths  of  Christianity,  without  distinction  of 
sect  or  party,  shall  be  eligible  as  members  of  this  society; 
but  no  persqn  shall  vote  at  any  meeting  of  the  society  who 
has  not  been  a  member  for  the  period  of  six  months  at  least 
previous  to  such  meeting. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Admission  of  Members. 

Members  may  be  admitted  in  such  manner  and  on  such 
conditions  as  the  Board  of  Government  may  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Annual ,  Subscription  and  Life  Members. 

All  persons  qualified  as  before  named,  who  shall  be 
admitted  in  the  manner  herein  provided,  shall,  upon  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  one  dollar  annually,  become  and  continue  members 
of  this  society;  upon  the  payment  of  five  dollars  or  more, 
annually,  shall  become  and  continue  subscription  members; 
and  all  persons  so  qualified  and  admitted  who  shall  pay  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars ,  in  five  or  less  annual  instalments, 
shall  become  life  members  of  the  society. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Officers. 

The  Officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  a  Board  of 
Directors,  consisting  of  a  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  and  six  additional  members,  all  of  whom  shall  be 
elected  at  the  annual  meeting  by  ballot  from  members  of  the 
society,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until 
others  are  elected  in  their  places.  Vacancies  occurring  from 
any  cause  in  said  offices  may  be  filled  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  any  officers  so  chosen  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  the  next  regular  election  by  the  society. 

The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  power  to  appoint,  subject 
to  their  direction,  such  other  officers  and  committees  from 
among  the  members  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Duties  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  — 

First.  To  provide  for  the  use  of  the  society  suitable  rooms, 
centrally  located  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Second.  To  provide  and  keep  in  said  rooms  such  books, 
periodicals  and  newspapers  as  will  in  their  judgment  promote 
the  objects  of  the  society. 

Third,  To  make  such  arrangements  for  social  religious 
exercises  as  they  shall  deem  practicable  and  conducive  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  society. 

Fourth,  To  induce  the  members  of  the  society  to  connect 
themselves  with  some  one  of  the  religious  societies  in  the 
vicinity,  according  always  to  their  denominational  prefer¬ 
ences,  and  especially  to  seek  out  and  impart  information  and 
render  aid,  assistance  and  encouragement  to  those  who  come 
as  strangers  to  the  city,  striving  to  guard  them  against  temp¬ 
tation,  to  surround  them  with  Christian  influences,  and  to 
interest  them  in  the  cultivation  of  a  religious  life. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Meetings. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  society  for  the  choice  of 
officers  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  April,  and 
other  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Wednes¬ 
days  of  July,  October  and  January.  The  Board  of  Directors 
may  call  other  meetings  of  the  society  from  time  to  time,  and 
they  shall  call  such  meetings  whenever  requested  so  to  do  by 
the  written  application  of  any  seventeen  members,  stating  the 
purposes  for  which  such  meeting  is  to  be  held,  said  meetings 
to  be  called  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Board  may  deem 
expedient,  having  previously  given  reasonable  notice  thereof. 
Seventeen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  society 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

Permanent  Fund. 

The  Board  of  Directors  may  transfer  such  of  the  funds  of 
the  society  as  they  may  think  best  to  a  Permanent  Fund; 
may  appoint  five  trustees  to  control  such  fund,  and  shall  at 
the  time  of  such  appointment  determine  the  character  of  the 
trust  by  an  instrument  in  writing.  Vacancies  occurring  at 
any  time  hereafter  in  the  number  of  said  trustees,  shall  be 
filled  by  the  remaining  members,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  time  being. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  added  to,  altered  or  amended  at  any 
regular  meeting,  or  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  by 
a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present,  provided  that 
such  additions,  alterations  or  amendments  shall  have  been 
proposed  in  writing,  at  one  meeting  at  least  prior  to  that  at 
which  they  are  to  be  acted  upon. 
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U-fatos  jof  %  §oarit  of  ioOernnmif. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Meetings. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Government  shall  be 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month.  Special  meetings 
may  be  called  at  any  time  by  order  of  the  President,  Secretary, 
or  any  two  Directors.  The  Secretary  shall  notify  members  of 
the  time  and  place  of  such  meetings. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Standing  Committees. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  in  each  year,  seven  stand¬ 
ing  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  who  sh^ll 
be  under  the  authority  and  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
whole  Board,  and  the  reports  of  the  various  committees  shall 
be  first  in  order  at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Board.  The 
committees  may  appoint,  subject  to  the  approv-al  and  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Board,  such  sub-committees  from  among  the 
members  of  the  society  as  they  shall  deem  fit,  provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  chairman  of  every  such  sub-committee  shall  be 
a  member  of  the  Board,  and  that  each  such  sub-committee 
shall  be  subject  in  its  action  to  the  committee  of  the  Board  to 
which  it  is  subordinate.  The  seven  committees  shall  he  con¬ 
stituted  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Committee  on  Finance.  —  They  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  society,  and  shall,  with  the  Treasurer, 
devise  ways  and  means  for  procuring  funds,  obtaining  dona¬ 
tions  and  assessments,  investing  the  same,  and  superintend¬ 
ing  all  disbursements.  They  shall  audit  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer  before  it  is  submitted  to  the  Union  at  the  annual 
meeting. 

2.  Committees  on  Lectures,  Classes  a?id  Entertainments.— 
They  may  provide  for  courses  of  lectures  or  single  lectures ; 
shall  organize  and  have  supervision  of  all  clubs  and  classes 
formed  for  instruction  or  discussion,  except  classes  for  reli¬ 
gious  study  and  discussion,  and  shall  have  general  supervision 
of  all  entertainments,  both  public  and  private. 

3.  Committee  on\Library.  —  They  shall  have  the  general 
charge  of  all  matters  connected  with  this  department.  They 
shall  solicit  donations  from  the  public,  and  purchase  such 
books  as  they  deem  expedient  for  the  library  ;  and  shall  obtain 
newspapers  and  other  periodicals  for  the  use  of  the  rooms. 
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4.  Committee  on  Rooms. — They  shall  have  the  general 
charge  of  the  rooms,  and  shall  take  especial  pains  to  intro¬ 
duce  strangers  visiting  the  city. 

5.  Committee  on  Members.  —  They  shall  organize  means' 
for  increasing  the  membership  of  the  society,  atjd  shall  have' 
the  general  supervision  of  the  admission  of  new  members. 

6.  Committee  on  Benevolent  Action. — They  shall  organize 
means  for  providing  strangers  and  others  in  want  with 
employment,  with  good  boarding  houses,  with  seats  in 
churches,  and  shall  have  the  general  supervision  of  all  work 
of  benevolence  and  reform  undertaken  by  the  Union. 

7.  Committee  on  Public  Worship  and  Rcligictfis  Study.  —  ‘ 
They  shall  have  charge  of  all  measures  for  public  religious 
worship  undertaken  by  the  Union,  either  within  or  outside 
of  the  rooms  of  the  society,  and  shall  have  the  supervision  of 
all  classes  formed  for  religious  study  and  discussion. 

The  President,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  ex  officio ,  shall 
have  the  supervision  of  all  printing  and  advertising. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Treasurer. 

The  Treasurer  shall  present  to  the  Board  a  Quarterly 
Report  showing  the  condition  of  the  finances.  No  money 
shall  be  paid  by  him  except  by  the  authority  of  the  Board,  or 
approval  in  writing  of  some  member  of  the  committee  under 
whose  direction  the  expenditures  were  incurred. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Annual  Report. 

The  Board  shall  present,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  institution 
and  of  its  operations  during  the  preceding  year. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  committees  and  sub-committees 
to  keep  a  detailed  account  of  their  proceedings,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  place  the  same  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  society. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Amendments  to  By-Laws. 

The  foregoing  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Board,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  assent  thereto;  but  no  alteration,  addition,  of  amend¬ 
ment  shall  be  adopted  at  the  same  meeting  at  which  it  is 
proposed. 


